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Agenda

• IAB Tech Lab Introduction

• ads.txt & Sell side Supply Chain Standards

• Why validation was needed

• What Tech Lab developed

• Key Takeaways & Action Items
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Engage a global member community to develop
foundational technology and standards that enable growth 

and trust in the digital media ecosystem.

Shared resources 
& benefits

"Trust by verify" – standards enable 
transparency in the supply chain

Interoperable, 
efficient base 
for innovation

Neutral, member-driven organization: 
750+ companies | 20+ working groups

3000+ participants | 40+ countries

Our Mission



You may already know our work



Tech Lab Sell Side Transparency standards
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sellers.json 
Reveals seller identities based on publisher or 

seller IDs in: 
1) OpenRTB Publisher object

2) ads.txt files

3) OpenRTB SupplyChain object

SupplyChain Object
Lists all sellers by business domain & seller ID that

are paid for selling an OpenRTB impression

ads.txt / app-ads.txt
Lists authorized sellers (IDs) of a

publisher’s / app developer’s ad inventory

ads.cert (public comment)
Validates that bid request contents are not 

manipulated as impressions pass among supply 

chain entities. (Cryptographically signs bid 
requests

using public & private keys.)

How it all works together:
• ads.txt/app-ads.txt identifies who is authorized to sell inventory (but not who they are).

• SupplyChain reveals all intermediaries involved with the payment flow…

• …and enables buyers to enforce ads.txt for all intermediaries.

• sellers.json provides business names of the otherwise opaque IDs.
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• OpenRTB Publisher object

• Ads.txt/app-ads.txt files

• OpenRTB SupplyChain object 
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exchange1.com/sellers.json:
{

"seller_id": "123",
“is_confidential”: 0,
"seller_type": "PUBLISHER",
"name": "Example Corp."
"domain": “example.com",

}, {
"seller_id": "E300",
“is_confidential”: 0,
"seller_type": "INTERMEDIARY",
"name": "AdNetwork1"
"domain": “adnetwork1.com",

}
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The Challenge: Validating Your Authorized Sellers
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The Challenge: Validating Your Authorized Sellers

•

•
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• Errors - this status will be used to indicate that a test case has failed, the results do not match the 

published specifications. (examples, ads.txt file doesn’t exist, doesn’t have at least one valid entry, 

publisher lists RESELLER, sellers.json lists PUBLISHER)

• Alerts - this status will be used when IAB Tech Lab is unable to fully programmatically validate the 

results. The specifications are designed in such a way that it will be common for an authorized seller 

entry to include Alert notifications. Alerts will highlight cases that may need manual review. (Example: 

sellers.json domain)
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Key Takeaways & Actions
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•

• Removing out of use entries

• Adding new entries

• Updating entries as entities change names

•

•

•
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Register for Supply Chain Validation at http://tools.iabtechlab.com/scv

For questions while registering or about results: support@iabtechlab.com

Questions?

http://tools.iabtechlab.com/scv
mailto:support@iabtechlab.com





